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NEW STUDY SHOWS CARBON CAPTURE AND STORAGE 
(CCS) WOULD CREATE 74,000 PERMANENT JOBS AND 

HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF CONSTRUCTION JOBS IN 
U.S. 

 
Study Issued Concurrently with President Obama’s Creation Of CCS 
Task Force, Draft Congressional Legislation and CCS startups across 

U.S. 
 

Boston, Massachusetts, April 22, 2010— According to a new study released today, 
accelerated deployment of carbon capture and storage (CCS) technology would lead 
to 74,000 permanent jobs attributable to CCS in the U.S. by 2030.  CCS deployment 
will also result in the net creation of 371,000 construction “job years” (each “job 
year” being one construction job for a year). The construction jobs would be focused 
in states with plants incorporating CCS technology – with an estimated 42,616 job 
years in Pennsylvania, 28,654 in Ohio, and 26,293 in Indiana, and would involve the 
building of more than 100 new plants throughout the U.S. 
 
The results (http://www.coaltransition.org/filebin/pdf/CCS_Jobs_Study_CATF.pdf) 
were made public by the Clean Air Task Force, a nonprofit organization based in 
Boston.  The study, prepared for the Clean Air Task Force www.coaltransition.org 
and conducted by Keybridge Research and the University of Maryland Inforum 
Modeling Project, comes on the heels of a number of significant developments in the 
CCS industry: 

• Last month, President Obama announced the creation of a CCS task force to 
create up to 10 CCS commercial demonstration projects around the country by 
2016; 

• With a climate and energy bill already passed by the House, one of the leading 
draft bills in the Senate, co-authored by Senators Kerry (D-MA), Graham (R-
SC) and Lieberman (I-CT), contains significant provisions for the rapid 
implementation of CCS technology; 

• A new bill recently introduced by Senators Rockefeller (D-WV) and 
Voinovich (R-OH) would establish incentives and funding to place CCS 
technology on at least 25% of the existing fleet of coal-fired power plants; 

• As validation that the technology is actually working today, the AEP-owned 
Mountaineer plant in West Virginia has already begun small-scale capture and 
sequestration, with plans on the drawing board to bring this operation to scale. 

 
As unemployment hovers close to 10% in the United States, the study forecasts that 
CCS, which involves capturing, compressing, transporting, and permanently storing 
carbon dioxide (CO2) gas, will not only help protect the stability of the coal industry, 
but will also create new jobs.  Researchers found that CCS will help to save 



thousands of existing coal mining jobs, as well as railroad, and manufacturing jobs 
throughout the United States, especially in areas where coal is currently mined and 
combusted, including Appalachia, the Rust Belt, and the Mountain West.  
 
The study further noted that CCS technology would allow the U.S. economy to 
reduce its carbon footprint by approximately 1 billion tons of cumulative CO2, as 
well as cause a cumulative increase in real private investment spending of $120 
billion between 2012 and 2030.  It would enhance the global community’s capacity 
to mitigate the environmental impacts associated with greenhouse gas emissions. 
CCS also has substantial potential for abatement of greenhouse gas emissions for 
other large industries, such as cement manufacturing.  
 
“CCS technology, combined with America’s skilled workforce, can give birth to an 
entirely new large-scale industry at a time when jobs are needed most,” said John 
Thompson, Director, Coal Transition Project for the Clean Air Task Force. “The best 
news of all is that, in this case, economic development and environmental 
improvement go hand in hand.”  The report was created by developing two CCS 
deployment scenarios--based largely on the Energy Information Administration’s 
recent analysis of the Waxman-Markey bill—and simulating them using Inforum’s 
LIFT model of the U.S. economy. 
  
About the Clean Air Task Force 
The Clean Air Task Force (www.catf.us) is a nonprofit organization dedicated to 
reducing atmospheric pollution through research, advocacy, and private sector 
collaboration. CATF is recognized as one of the nation’s leading environmental 
organizations addressing air quality and atmospheric protection issues, and its work is 
widely respected in government and industry. CATF receives no industry funding. 
For more information about the Clean Air Task Force’s coal transition project, visit 
www.coaltransition.org 
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